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English showman at the country fairs, is the
exact resemblance of the metal plates used in
India for striking the hours on, and must, I
think, have been introduced into England from
the East.

The durwaun (gate-keeper), or the chokee-
dhars (watchmen), keep the time. In most
establishments the watchmen are on guard two
at a time, and are relieved at every watch, day
and night. On these men devolves the care of
observing the advance of time by the floating-
vessel, and striking the hour, in which duty they
are required to be punctual, as many of the Mus-
sulmauns' services of prayer are scrupulously
performed at the appointed hours, which will be
more particularly explained when their creed
is brought forward in a future Letter; and now,
after this digression, I will pursue my subject.

When a member of the Mussulmaun family
dies, the master of the house mourns forty days,
during which period the razor is laid aside.*
In the same manner the devout Mussulmaun
mourns every year for his martyred Emaums;

* See Postscript, p. 114.